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The groups consist of young people aged 13-22 years and resident in Waltham 
Forest, from a variety of diverse backgrounds and communities, including 

recent migrants, children in care and young people with an experience of 
the criminal justice system. 

The young people are trained as leaders in their community and 
are enabled to engage their peers and inform council service 

delivery, as well as work on a range of proejcts wth partner 
organisations including the police, other agencies such as 

the health service, and local community groups. 

London Commisioner Bernard Hogan-Howe cited 
the work of the YIAG as an example of best-

practice in a briefing on Stop & Search and 
both groups were mentioned favourably in 

a Home Office review of the borough’s 
Gang Prevention Programme.

Jane Brueseke LBWF Young Advisors/YIAG

WF Community Award Winner



The Early Help 11-18 service has been running Summer University programmes for over 17 
years initially we were in partnership with Summer Uni London as one of the first London 

Boroughs to come on board.
 

The programme was developed to give young people the opportunity to engage in 
summer holiday activities which would give them accredited outcomes.

 
 The development of the programme has charged through both funding 

loss and the changing needs of young people in Waltham Forest.
 

The programme has now evolved into a targeted recruitment for 
vulnerable young people who have disengaged from education, 

family and social activities.
 

For the past 5 years we have obtained funding from 
the leader’s fund, and we have continued to work in 

partnership with Waltham Forest College and other 
local third sector providers who share the passion 

and commitment that we do to serve the 
young people of Waltham Forest.

 Dyon Munroe Robinson Targeted Youth Support Service/Summer University

WF Community Award Winner



Munaf Abhram established FC Leytonstone in 2000, aiming to provide a structure for youth 
development, and bringing together the young people within the local community to 

play football in an organised structure. “I  wanted to think of ways that would prevent 
them from being lured by street life. I felt it was imperative to give them something 

to look forward to, something where they can channel their energy in the correct 
manner. FC Leytonstone have remained strong and are fortunate that this 

obstacle has not negatively impacted them. 

The players have been very successful on the pitch over the last 
13 years but more importantly, successful off the pitch.  Some 

of the boys have gone on to lead very successful lives, being 
educated and employed by the most prestigious institutes 

in the country. Since 2000 we have engaged with over 
350 children, young people and young adults in the 

football and community outreach projects. Set up SP 
Leytonstone in 2011 with Sab and have changed 

the perception of sport in the E11 area among 
the Asian/Muslim Community by opening up 

new experiences and encouraged players 
from all communities to come together.

Munaf Abhram FC Leytonstone/SP Leytonstone

WF Community Award Winner



I am a PE teacher at Lammas school and leading the development of provisions 
at Leyton Jubilee Park in partnership with Salaam Peace. Our role as a school 

is to support Salaam Peace in getting as many students involved playing 
sport and developing leaders who follow the example of my colleagues, 

Erkan (Maths Dept), Dwayne(Behaviour Management),and students 
such as Agne and Ausrine, both now paid employees for Salaam 

Peace.  

We have many students who represent Salaam Peace 
football team and attend regular sporting competitions. 

We are currently working together to ensure that 
Jubilee Park is a hub for the community with 

regular events such as the Friday night sport 
project. I am hoping this will continue to 

grow increasing the amount of students 
participating. especially those with 

various challenges and need of the 
use of sport to support positive 

change.Neil Barratt Lammas School

WF Community Award Winner



“Although I have had a lifetime in sport, what is more important in 
the relationships and friendships that I have made with thousands 

of young people. To play a small part in developing young 
people’s lives is the greatest honour that anyone can 

bestow. I am proud of everyone I have worked with and 
of their achievements in every walk of life and of the 

progress we have made as a society in general and 
specifically in east London (Waltham Forest)”

Lee Hagger  Norlington/Tom Hood/Fulham FC

WF Community Award Winner



Hackney Community Award Winners



Beth Bolitho is Youth Programmes Manager and Safer Young Hackney 
Coordinator with Hackney CVS.  The Safer Young Hackney Network is a 

collaboration of over 30 voluntary and community sector organisations 
that strive to keep young people safe and support them to realise their 

potential.  The Network identifies gaps in provision and/or capacity 
and works together as a sector to find and fund solutions.  Most 

recently the Network has been successful in developing local 
estate-based support to get young black men age 16-24 into 

positive pathways and employment (Moving On Up). 

We lead the Hackney delivery partnership for Talent 
Match London (Big Lottery/London Youth), six 

organisations supporting “hidden” 18-24 year 
olds who have been long-term unemployed 

into work.  We also coordinate the 
Brighter Futures Mentoring Programme, 

which provides community-based 
mentoring support to young black 

boys age 10 to 16.Beth Bolitho  Hackney CVS/Young Hackney 

Hackney Community Award Winner



Nicola Baboneau, a former Hackney headteacher and senior adviser with 
The Learning Trust has a wealth of experience across Education, Health, 

Social Services and the Voluntary/Community Sectors. Promoting 
community cohesion and raising educational achievement for 

marginalised young people were key components of her role and 
current remit. In her former role “Outreach & Development” 

for Hackney’s Community Engagement Board, Nicola 
worked with LB Hackney to establish Hackney’s Safer 

Neighbourhood Board in 2014.  

Key to her role is preventing crime, reducing 
crime and providing engagement 

opportunities with Met officers, particularly 
for those communities that do not 

historically engage with the police.

Nicola Baboneau  Hackney Community Safety Board

Hackney Community Award Winner



Arsenal in the Community, founded in 1985, delivers 
projects across Islington, Camden and Hackney on 

behalf of Arsenal FC which aim to create a sense 
of belonging and to help communities and 

individuals thrive. Projects in Hackney are 
delivered in schools, parks and on estates.

The Staff Team  Arsenal In The Community

Hackney Community Award Winner



Paul PIPER expanded the Hackney Volunteer Police Cadets (VPC) from a unit with less than 
15 cadets and ran one session a week to three sessions a week and had over 120 cadets.

PC PIPER set up the Bikes2Gambia Project (B2G) where they ran sports and 
community events across London. During the course of the project, that was 

focused in the UK, the cadets that were involved worked closely with members 
from the LGBT, all religions, all nationalities, special needs and disabilities, 

refugees and youth offenders.

The Hackney VPC has now been to The Gambia three times and 
intend to travel again in April 2016. Project members obtained 

32 separate coaching and officiating badges, over 3000 AQA’s 
and 6 Level 2 NVQ in Bike Maintenance Courses. The 

members that were over the age of 16 earned V-Impact 
Awards which totaled over nine thousand volunteer 

hours. Over 320 second hand bicycles were restored 
and fixed by the project members. 40 bikes were 

sent to The Gambia, along with a football kit 
and stationary which were sent to a HIV 

orphanage. 20 bikes were sent to a 
HIV orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya and 

10 bikes were sent to a HIV 
orphanage in Tanzania.Paul Piper  Met Police/Police Cadets

Hackney Community Award Winner



Andy Bignold  Access to Sports

Hackney Community Award Winner

Andy has been working at Access to Sports since 2008 as a Programme Manager of Coach Education and 
Training, mainly operating in Hackney and Islington . His role focuses on providing a programme that 

gives local residents the opportunity to become Qualified coaches, instructors, leaders and more, by 
offering and bringing well sought-after National Governing Body award courses, qualifications to 

be delivered locally in this region.

All this time his commitment this programme in areas of sports, leadership and coaching 
has seen more than 4000 people from ages 13-60 engage, qualify and achieve their 

goals and become qualified or awarded. Many people as a result, have used their 
achievements on this programme as a foundation to pursuing a career in Sports, 

or using the skills & qualities they have learnt to excel in others.

To this day Andy remains passionate about helping people realise their 
potential and to excel in an area which will be a positive impact on 

others or give a great sense of personal achievement.  He has 
partnered with Salaam Peace since 2012 to effectively offer 

this opportunity to those young people whom have showed 
potential within SP.

Ultimately he continues to ensure that his approach 
is personal, highly supportive and values highly 

every individual involved to this day, and is now 
currently aspiring to evolve this programme 

more in sports coaching & leadership to 
reach youth at an younger age of 13-16.



Ricky McMinn, has been at the Hackney Marshes Centre since 2013 and has 
supported the huge growth in youth and adult football on the home of 

grassroots football. 

Each week thousands of local people access the facilities to play 
the game they love whether its football, rugby or cricket. Ricky 

has also assisted with supporting National events such as the 
Premier League kicks Cup, Eid Cup and the BBC Inspired - 

The Olympic Journey featured Hackney Community Cup 
2013, when Gabby Logan came to the Marshes to cover 

a Salaam Peace event? 

Although Ricky has been nominated he  
would say it’s the whole team at the Hackney 

Marshes centre that deserve the credit  
and not just him – he couldn’t do it 

without them.

Ricky McMinn  GLL/Hackney Marshes

Hackney Community Award Winner



I first met Sab and was exposed to the important work Salaam Peace do at a 9 a-side football tournament. It was a very 
successful competition, getting people from some of the more deprived boroughs of London together. I saw and realised 

that their work in getting young people in the local community engaged in activities, whether sporting or not, was vital 
and phenomenal. 

Prior to meeting Sab, I was not a part of any projects in my community and lacked the self-confidence to play 
for a football team. Through volunteering for Salaam Peace and playing for the football club I developed as a 

player and a person, gaining important transferable skills such as self-confidence, people management and 
leadership. 

Particularly because of the kindness and the genuine concern Sab has for young people, it has 
inspired me to take a more active role in my community by setting up a team and entering in 

the Friday League created and run by Sab and the team at Salaam Peace. Currently, thanks to 
Salaam Peace I’m undertaking my Duke of Edinburgh Gold award and looking to get into 

coaching football. Salaam Peace has had a positive and significant impact in my life and 
the lives of many of my friends and I’m looking to carry on volunteering with them. 

I have been a key part of the SP Cycling project and completed my Bike 
Maintenance Course in November. I will support the delivery of the 2013 

project that starts in March. I have used my bike now as my main form of 
travel, where possible I cycle everywhere. I have also reluctantly learnt 

to use a helmet!

I am leading the SPORTED project at Millfields, have obtained 
my full referee qualification and support the U21s team. I 

hope to develop even more in the coming months. I am 
moving to Leicester in September and, with Ismail, aim 

to develop the SP Leicester project as the need there 
is equal to East London, or even more.Abdi   SP/London FA

Hackney Community Award Winner



Young People/Young Adults 
Award Winners



My journey with Salaam Peace began right from its very inception. 
However, over the last year in particular, I have taken a more active 

leadership role in directing provisions in my local area. An example 
of this is our multi-sports session at Walthamstow Leisure Centre. 

Every Sunday, over 35 children aged 4-11 attend and it is 
my responsibility to ensure that everything runs smoothly, 

whilst also mentoring the next generation of young SP 
staff such as Iga and Agne. I take great pride in this 

and hope this long continues as I want to provide 
young people  with the same opportunities 

that I had and currently am having.

Young People/Young Adults Nominee

Azi Bham  Kelmscott/SP



Ausrine starting attending Salaam Peace/Positive Routes group gym sessions and cycling 
programmes at the start of 2013. Over the last two and a half years, Ausrine has taken the 

journey from participant to volunteer and now a paid member of the Salaam Peace staff 
team. She is now 16 years old and in this period she has:

Passed a Junior Football Organisers Course taken with Access to Sports

Designed and developed projects at Lloyds Park E17 as a YOUNG 
CHAMPION.

Volunteered on projects including afterschool clubs @ Edinburgh 
Primary School, The Eid Cup and with the S-Press Media Team.

Ausrine has been a key member of the SP Athan-31 team 
that accessed funding from London Youth to address  

the issue of childhood obesity in the local area  
and now a Sunday morning session engages  

an average of 45+ 4-11 year olds through  
multi-sports supplemented by health and 

well-being delivered by local 16-17 year 
old girls/boys.Ausrine Sauklyte  Lammas/SP

Young People/Young Adults Award Winner



I have been coaching for over  9 years spanning from schools to youth clubs, 
local estates, parks and playgrounds for a variety of organisations. In that time 

I have engaged with over 1000 young people & helped or encouraged a 
number of them to become volunteers and put forward for coaching 

qualifocation courses. 

I have been working with Salaam Peace for over 4 years and 
have engaged with over 500 young people from a variaty 

of backgrounds delivering a range of sporting sessions, 
events and competitions. Using sport and & helthy 

lifestyles as a tool to try to help young people stay  
on postive pathways as well as trying to build 

better stronger relationships within their 
communities by giving back and helping  

to see the youth in a brighter light.

I also manage and coach  
Womens United FC a womens 

football team based in newham.Keon Reeves  SP/Women’s Utd

Young People/Young Adults Award Winner



Waltham Forest Youth 
Provider Awards



My passion for making a change in the community stems from my early involvement from being in the 
Student Voice programme at George Mitchell secondary school. From being on the school council 

board to appointing teachers that we thought had the skills and personality to add something 
new into our family school environment. From then onwards, I have immersed myself into the 

community with a great commitment to make a change, especially for the young people. 

At 13 years old, I was selected to be part of the Young Advisors team of Waltham Forest, 
a national charity working to input a youth insight into the community. Throughout 

my 8 years service, I have had the privilege to work on many projects ranging from 
mystery shopping to working on central commissions, which have all helped me 

to develop my confidence. The highlight of my work was being selected by 
the youth engagement teams to become the Youth Mayoress last year. In 

my position, I was able to meet and work with a wide range of people by 
organising fundraising events. The first event was for the Soul Project 

youth club where I volunteered to deliver leadership workshops to   
young people aged 8-12.  

I have recently joined the Salaam Peace family and it is an 
absolute honour to have the opportunity to join their 

committee. I am able to work alongside amazing 
people who all like myself have the passion and 

vision to always make an impact and change the 
lives around us for the better through their 

continuous support and friendly nature! Karishma Mahomed  SAS YP/Volunteers

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



I first encountered the great work of Salaam Peace (SP) in 2011 while working with Sab’s daughter for 
the Young Advisors charity (under the London Borough of Waltham Forest Council). As I took up the 

invitation to volunteer at one of their flagship events the Easter Cup and from the moment I met 
Sab I was welcomed in with open arms - literally! Then meeting the SP team, some of them 

were young people that Sab and others coached and mentored, who are now contributing 
massively to their families and to their communities. And to top it off hearing all the great 

memories and future plans from the young people and their families of being positively 
impacted through sports, mentoring, fitness, personal development and much more 

demonstrated that Salaam Peace is something special! 

Since then I have had the opportunity while completing my Business 
Management and Public Policy degree to volunteer and work for SP in many 

ways such as running sports sessions in schools, part of their summer 
scheme programme, taking young people on tour of Emirates Stadium 

(because Sab loves Arsenal FC so much), refereeing at Eid Cup/Hit 4 
Six and working for Street Games/Coca-Cola at the London 2012 

Olympics. Enhancing my sports coaching experience and skills 
in gaining coaching qualifications in Football, Basketball and 

American Football. SP has opened many doors for myself 
and many others to succeed, while being a constant 

source of support and encouragement in all our 
journeys along the way. 

Alex Muhumuza  Youth Worker for The Salvation Army Youth Centre, Aston (Birmingham)

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



What are you most proud of through your work with Salaam Peace? I am proud that I have been able to engage girls and women with 
Salaam Peace, both by encouraging them to attend our weekly fitness session and recruiting them for the youth media team S Press. It 

has been amazing to see girls and women of all ages get involved with us and become part of the Salaam Peace family.

What do you do as a Young Advisor in your local borough? I have been a Waltham Forest Young Advisor for five years, since 
I was sixteen years old. The aim of Young Advisors is for us to be a voice for young people in the borough and inform local 

decision making. I have delivered focus groups to find out young people’s views about important issues, such as emotional 
health and wellbeing. I have also attended Council meetings and trained local councillors on how they can engage with 

young people. Most recently, I have been involved with interviewing, recruiting and training ten new members of the 
Young Advisors team.

How was the remainder of your degree? Have you finished now? I finished my BSc Psychology degree at 
UCL in June and have been awarded a first class! The final year of my degree was stressful because I 

had to balance writing my dissertation with preparing for my exams, but all of the hard work proved 
worthwhile. Psychology is such an interesting discipline and I would recommend it to anybody 

picking their A Level or Degree subjects.

What are your plans with regards to volunteering in the future? I want to continue 
volunteering in the local community with Salaam Peace and encourage more children, 

young people and adults to get involved. I would like to mentor other young people 
so that they can take over some of my existing responsibilities, such as running the 

Salaam Peace Facebook and Twitter pages. 

And, what is you ultimate ambition? My ultimate ambition is to become a 
teacher. I start my primary teacher training with Teach First in September, 

which I am really looking forward to. Volunteering with Salaam 
Peace and being a Young Advisor helped me to realise that I am 

passionate about working with young children. I can’t wait to get 
into the classroom and meet my pupils! 

Shehnaz Bham  SP/WF Volunteer

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



Young teenage girls are becoming popular to the martial arts, one good example 
is Shai who enrolled with her others siblings and they have all remarkably been 
consistent with their training for the past 2 years, Shai has sat 6 gradings and has now 
successfully joined the SAS Peer tutor team, taking responsibility and organising day 
events during the summer school holiday activities at Leyton 6th form college and 
Leyton Youth centre. Her success lies with family support, and the rest of her family 
attending classes, and her mother being involved in SAS activities. Shai has a bright 
future ahead of her, her qualities are shown in her teaching skils, she is caring and 
understanding to young peoples needs and works to attain good results, she is a 
proud new staff member SAS Martial Arts. Has been awarded the Jack petchey award 
for her achievements in the past.

Shai Green  SAS YP/Volunteers

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



Reece has been involved with the martial arts for several years, he first came to Leyton 
Youth centre, and since has passed 8 grading examinations, enrolled on SAS Peer 
tutor leadership programme, volunteering during extended school and weekend 
provisions for the past 4 years, he has shown determination and perseverance, and 
from his hard work Reece has been promoted to junior instructor and added on 
the SAS Payroll working during the school holidays. He recently taken his adult 3rd 
Rank grading diploma which is a very good achievement for a young person. A local 
resident and popular with many of his peers, he also helps with many charity events 
that SAS hosts every year.  Reece volunteered at last years multi sports “Give it a go” 
event at the copper-box arena. He certainly has given back to the community and is 
an excellent role model.

Reece Lindsay  SAS YP/Volunteers

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



Sarah is an intelligent and good organiser in class, she is committed to the values 
and ethos of the martial arts, and for a young Muslim lady this is very rare indeed, an 
abundance of energy and a desire to excel with respect and responsibilities. She has 
now recently enrolled as a Peer tutor and teaches on Fridays and school holidays to 
her peers, Sarah is a likeable and energetic person who never gives up on a challenge, 
she is hard working and we look forward to having a new peer tutor and volunteer 
teaching in Waltham forest schools and colleges.

Sarah Alla  SAS YP/Volunteers

Waltham Forest Youth Provider Award Winner



Outstanding Contribution to the 
Community Award



As Salaam Peace developed, we were very fortunate to be able to turn to Brother Eusoof for 
guidance and support. His generosity included strategic support and attending events/projects 

meeting and greeting young people. In 2011, Brother Eusoof attended our Easter Cup 
event, which saw over 500 people, including children, young people and young adults 

take part in an award winning Community Initiative. Brother Eusoof along with the 
Borough Commander gave the keynote speech. His words on unity, citizenship and 

community contribution have formed the basis of all we do at Salaam Peace. 

Through the support of Brother Eusoof, we have gone on to achieve a 
multitude of awards, locally, regionally and nationally. After the 7/7 

bombings, he saw the need for members of the Muslim Community 
to support the Police with engaging with the community. In 2015, 

many years later, he is still active and has inspired many more to 
follow his example. Brother Eusoof is respected and admired 

by everyone. He has charisma that touches all who know 
him. Brother Eusoof is respected across all communities 

and has been responsible for breaking down perceived 
barriers. Brother Eusoofs humility and compassion 

for all over such a long period makes him a 
deserved recipient of being on the New Year’s 

Honours List.

Eusoof Amerat SAS YP/Volunteers

Outstanding Contribution to the Community Award



My dear Brothers and Sisters,
Assalammaoaliakom Warahmatullahi W,abarakatuhu
Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you all.
 
I am grateful and humbled that you kindly nominated me for 
the “Outstanding contribution to the community award”.  May 
Allah, the Almighty God, reward you all for your generosity & kind 
considerations, Ameen.
 
From the first day of receiving the nomination-email from Sabir Bham, 
I strongly felt I am not the right person and did not feel comfortable 
for receiving such awards.    This is because, I know there are so 
many people who do much more greater & important works than 
me, benefitting and changing lives of many individuals, in particular 
those vulnerable from among us.    These are the people who rightly 
deserve such awards.       As such, I turned down the nomination and 
requested Sabir to nominate another person in my place.     
 
Sabir, being a strong and persuasive individual, did manage to 
put me in a difficult position.    On one hand, I strongly felt very 
uncomfortable in receiving such awards but at the same time I do 
not want to hurt the feelings of all those who were involved in the 
selection process.    I am humbled to learn there are people who have 
love & respect for someone like me, for which I thanks Allah; as this 
is one of the blessings which we tend to forget.    Thus with great 
reluctant, I accepted the nomination; but on the understanding that 
the award is for all those who are involved in similar activities.

Please accept my sincere apology as I am unable to personally take 
part in this important event today.    By the grace of Allah, Insha’Allah 
we will be in the city of Madina Munawwara today; and I will try & 
remember to convey your Salaams to our beloved Prophet (sallallahu 
alaihe wasallam).     I am however pleased that my son Shamoon and 
my grand-children will be with you, taking part in this special event.
 
Alhamdulillah, I know Shabir since he was a young boy.    He has 
always been a hardworking and forward thinking young man.   Salam 
Peace is his brain-child and Alhamdulillah, he has put a lot of efforts in 
bringing Slam Peace to where it is today.    Like Sabir, Alhamdulillah, 
each one of you are also doing excellent works in your own way, 
serving people regardless of their faith, race and ethnicity,  benefitting 
and changing lives of many individuals at grassroots level, in particular 
those weak & vulnerable from among us.   I thank Allah for giving 
me the opportunity to be associated with you all.     Knowing that 
characters such as “helping & supporting weak & vulnerable” are 
hallmarks of our beloved Prophet (sallallahu alaihe wasallam), his 
companions (radiyal lahu unhum) and our pious; we should be grateful 
and thank Allah for choosing us to serve the community.    May 
Allah increase in our understanding, give us strength and remove 
difficulties, so that we can serve the community to the best of our 
ability and in the way that will pleases Allah, Ameen.
 
Jazakomullah-hu- khair,   Wassalam.

Eusoof Dawood Amerat.

Eusoof Amerat SAS YP/Volunteers

Outstanding Contribution to the Community Award


